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Spanish 3	Moravian Academy: 2013-2014
Profe del Real	gdelreal@moravianacademy.org
	610-691-1600, ext. 368 (school) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Spanish 3 curriculum builds upon the first two years of the language and expands into the more complex areas of the language, including the use of combined verb tenses and the simple future.   Emphasis is also placed on beginning to appreciate and internalize the nuances of the language through grammar and pronunciation.  The course is designed to rigorously prepare students for the AP Spanish Language course and a more in-depth study of the literature of Spain and Latin America will be explored in the target language.  The writing will also reflect this, as we will move from the expository writing of the first two years, into the more exploratory and analytical writing and speaking of the third year.  Students will use debate and position essays to deliberate on a variety of topics, providing opinions, suggestions and demands in order to inform and persuade.  Students will also learn to use multiple tenses in unison.

OBJECTIVES
1. Students will be able to discuss and analyze their positions and those of others 
2. Students will be able to formulate and express ideas with conditional and suppositional situations.
3. Students will refine their written and oral skills in Spanish through the use of a variety of grammatical elements to add specificity to their communicated message.
4. Students will improve their oral and aural skills to, at minimum, the ACTFL Novice High or the ACTFL Intermediate Low level.
5. Students will continue to build upon their cultural knowledge of the wide number of nations and cultures within the Spanish-speaking world.

REQUIREMENTS
· An open mind to the wide variety of cultures, traditions and customs that we explore in class.
· Spanish 2 or Spanish 2H

GRADING
· 
Grading is based on an accumulation of points from a variety of assignments.  Usually, the following point values will be applied:
· Homework	10%
· Quizzes	15%
· Essays	20%
· 
Literary Readings	15%
· Improv and Orals	15%
· Tests	25%
	
Late Work Policy
· Regarding missed work due to tardies and absences, please adhere to the following policy: 
· if turned in by: end of class -10%, by 8:00a the following day -25%, by end of the next day and every day thereafter until the end of the quarter, -50%.  
· NO ASSIGNMENT MAY BE MADE UP AFTER THE MID-SEMESTER.  If you miss an assignment, I expect it to be handed in the day you return, or you will get a zero, unless you miss new material, in which case we will arrange a make-up schedule.  For every assignment missed, you will receive a zero in my book, lowering your overall homework grade.   
· Students missing work due to excused absences are allowed to make up the work according to school policy.  A meeting with the instructor is necessary to determine a fair/appropriate timeline.

RECOMMENDED READING:	501 Spanish Verbs (Barron’s), ISBN-10: 764179845

COURSE OUTLINE
Course calendar by month including significant dates (grading periods, exams, quarters/semesters) and Interdisciplinary Opportunities.  Please see attached course calendar for details of what we will be doing and when.
Q1-Q4: See attached course calendar

Midterm Exams
Midterm Review:  Dec. 10--11.
Oral/ Listening component:  Dec. 10.
Written Exams:  Dec. 16-19 (exact date for written exam TBA).

Final Exam (dates subject to change)
In class review: May 18--22.
Oral/Listening: May 20-21 
Written: May 26 

The Instructor reserves the right to change/modify the syllabus to meet the course objectives.

HOMEWORK:  		
Homework is posted on my MA website, announced in class, written on the HW board, and posted on our Google Calendar.  There is no reason to not know what the homework is, even if you are absent, have to leave school early, etc.  I will do a completeness check of the homework at the beginning of each class. We will then go over it. Your homework must be completed BEFORE you arrive in class in order to get credit.  Incomplete homework earns a ZERO.  Homework and project late policy is as follows if turned in by: end of class -10%, by 8:00a the following day -25%, by end of the next day and every day thereafter until the end of the quarter, -50%.  NO ASSIGNMENT MAY BE MADE UP AFTER THE MID-SEMESTER.  If you miss an assignment, I expect it to be handed in the day you return, or you will get a zero, unless you miss new material, in which case we will arrange a make-up schedule.  For every assignment missed, you will receive a zero in my book, lowering your overall homework grade. 

Homework assignments will be periodically (and randomly!) collected and graded for completion, effort, and quality, and can include pages in the Writing Activities Workbook, exercises from the text, additional activities, skits, written essays, orals, etc. Larger or more complex assignments and projects will be broken into smaller components and may be awarded a higher point value. Collected homework is generally worth 2-10 points daily.

A NOTE ON TRANSLATION PROGRAMS/ SITES
When writing a composition, only use wordreference.com which is basically an on-line dictionary. Never use online translators.
· FIRST, using translations aids violate the academic honesty policy of Moravian Academy. Simply put, it is not your own work. By attending Moravian Academy and by signing the Course Expectations agreement, you all have agreed to submit authentic and original work, with no interference from outside sources. Any electronic translation of phrases or whole sentences will result in a zero for the assignment, and a complete redo in my presence, as well as disciplinary action.
· SECOND, most translating programs DO NOT WORK. It is obvious to a Spanish teacher when a student uses one of these programs because the sentence structure is awkward and most times the sentences don’t make sense. The translator program takes every word in English and translates it to Spanish without knowing the context of the sentence. Language is not mechanical but, instead, it is artistic, metaphorical, fluid, and varied.  Until they have the technology to create a protocol droid, such as C3PO, no machine will be able to do good and appropriate translation.  (Which is why professional translators earn a good living!)  
CLASS PARTICIPATION GRADING: 
ACTIVE engagement at all times is REQUIRED and ELABORATION OF IDEAS rather than just yes/no answers are essential.

· 4 = Excellent participation The student fully engages in singing, answers questions, and offers informed comments without the need of the professor calling on him/her. The comments and answers show that the student prepared, completed and understood the assignment. Questions reflect an initial attempt to understand the material or to go further, not a lack of preparation. Initiative is taken when pairs activities are completed, reverse roles and do the activity again. Beyond structured oral activities the student almost always speaks in Spanish. 
· 3 = Good participation The student fully engages in singing, answers questions and offers informed comments whenever the professor calls on him/her. Sometimes, the student participates without being asked. The comments and answers show that the student has prepared and understood the assignment. The student may still have doubts about some points, but has made an attempt. Some initiative is taken when pairs activities are completed, roles are reversed, and activity is done again. Beyond structured oral activities the student often attempts to speak in Spanish.
· 2 = Fair participation The student engages somewhat in singing, answers questions and offers comments only when the professor calls on him/her. The comments and answers show that the student has prepared or attempted to complete the assignment, but doesn’t seem to understand it. Some initiative is taken when pairs activities are completed, roles are reversed, and activity is done again. Beyond structured oral activities the student attempts to speak in Spanish.
· 1 = Poor participation The student’s participation is limited in singing, answers questions and offers very brief comments only when the professor calls on him/her. The comments and answers show lack of interest, lack of attention, and/or a poor preparation. Student generally asks questions in English and frequently uses English in group work. Limited initiative is taken when pairs activities are completed, roles are reversed, and activity is done again. At this point the student is due for a conference with the teacher.
· 0 = Lack of participation The student does not answer questions and does not offer any comments in the class or group discussion. The lack of comments, questions and answers, as well as incorrect answers, show that the student has not completed the assignment; if he/she has done it, it has been in a careless or incomplete way. Student may refuse to speak Spanish or absent him/herself frequently from class. At this point the student will be assigned to after school study hall and do oral recordings to catch up.
	
EXTRA HELP
I am always available if you find yourself struggling to understand a concept, but you have to let me know. Do not be afraid to ask for extra help or to see me outside of classroom time. Please schedule an appointment with me and do not just show up.  I generally arrive to school around 7:30 AM, and though I will be very busy, I am more than happy to find a time to meet with you. Plan also to meet with me during period C, E, and lunch on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.
  
OTHER AVAILABLE RESOURCES
1. Computer lab exercises to work on grammar topics. Use the Spanish Grammar 1 and 2 icons on the school laptops to review. Always use all the resources on our Descubre supersite well, especially the electronic flashcards and tutorials. Finally use http://www.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/index.php for grammar review.
2. Spanish help is offered by appointment. If you have a study hall assigned and wish to attend a pre-arranged meeting, you must first report to your study hall proctor and get permission before showing up to my office. You should also see Dr. O’Donnell in W110 after school Mondays--Wednesdays. Peer tutoring is also available. 
3. Video series. Spanish 2 will view various shorts and fotonovelas in Descubre 2.  They are available on the textbook supersite and can be viewed at your leisure, as many times as you would like.  
4. Music.  Engage fully in singing during class, and review the songs on-line when doing homework.Practice the song as much as you can, preparing yourself well for the dictado (dictation).

Extra credit:  
Extra credit opportunities will be made available throughout the year, so just listen carefully. At times I may invite you to bring authentic, homemade Spanish or Latin American food for us to taste (tortilla chips and salsa does not count). This is worth three points (added to your point total, NOT to your average). Attending an evening event here on campus sponsored by the Diversity Committee, International Club, or the Global Language Department is also a way to get extra credit (5 points). Finally, you can attend Spanish-related events off campus (foreign films or events at venues like the Zoellner Center or Williams Center) for 10 points extra credit. Simply bring a ticket stub and write up a 30--50-word review IN SPANISH.
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Websites to review Spanish grammar:
· Verb conjugation trainer at www.spaleon.com
· Find links to relevant sites at www.caslt.org/research/spgrammar.htm
· *For beginning/intermediate explanations/exercises:  www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm
· A bit more advanced:  www.trinity.edu/mstroud/grammar
· A professor’s site for intermediate level:  http://users.ipfw.edu/jehle/S210.htm
· *Department favorite for intermediate:  http://www.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/index.php
· Verb activities at www.chass.utoronto.ca/spanish_portuguese/spa220/gramatica.html
· *For verb conjugation games:  www.conjuguemos.com/spanish/index.html
· *Our old text’s site (Buen Viaje 2) is quite good:  www.glencoe.com/sec/worldlanguages/index.html
· Descubre 2’s supersite address is:  http://descubre2.vhlcentral.com/
· For culture/realia:  http://www.clta.net/lessons/spanish
· For short quizzes and games:  www.quia.com/web
· For video clips of Spanish-speakers completing various tasks/ conversing on various topics in Spanish (used to teach students at all levels at the University of Texas):  www.laits.utexas.edu/spe/index.html

Reference websites/ Online dictionaries:
The best online dictionary by far for the Romance languages is www.wordreference.com.  It not only provides context-oriented translations, but also has a forum where you can visit strings to see how native speakers translate a word or expression, as well as ask your own question about how to translate something. As with any dictionary, YOU MUST CONSIDER CONTEXT. See me if you don’t understand what this means.

This document and much more can be found on my website, whose link is on my Moravian Academy website, and here: http://felipesobiech.wix.com/profescorner.  As I am new to Moravian Academy, my website here is sparse, but will be building up heavily over this first semester.  Stay tuned!

Producing accents/ symbols on MAC:
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á, é, í, ó, ú		Option + E, then the vowel			
Á, É, Í, Ó, Ú		CAPS Lock & follow above 
ñ			Option + N, n
¿			Shift +  Option  +  ?
¡			Option +  1
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